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briefly replied, ¢ the morning comecth and also the night.”” Edom's
morning has come and gone, and the long night of unending darkness,
that was to follow, has settled down upon Seir.  Zion’s morning is still
future, however near. Her night still endures. If we would read the
text so as to pourtray her destiny, we must read it thus—* The night
cometh, and also the morning.” Yes, the night—a darker, gloomier,
heavier night than heretofore, has brooded over the Church of God.
Scripture seems to proclaim as yet, and perhaps soon, to come. For
though, in the blessed assurance that the morning cometh, the heavens
must rejoice, and they that dwell in them, there is a woe to the in-
habitants of the earth and of the sca, because there cometh also, and
cometh first, the night—Dbeecause the devil cometh down in great wrath
—in wrath all the more bitter and intense, because he knoweth that he
hath but a short time.

In looking abroad upon the earth, we must never forget, though we
are ever prone to do so, that amid the endless diversity of names, and
sects, and nations, we see contending together, on the subject of religious
trauth, there are really but two partics engaged in the war—the powers
of darkness and the powers of light. The contest is as old as the days
of Cain and Abel, and must endure till that glorious time when the ene-
mies of Christ shall at length be made his footstool. There is an en-
mity inherent between those who are spiritually allied to the promised
seed of the woman, and those who are the children of the wicked one.
The spirit and principles by which they are respectively animated and
directed are irreconcileably opposed. Satan, the strong man armed,
dwells in the one, and when they are unassailed, all may seem to be
tranquil, beeause his goods are in peace. Christ is the victor, stronger
than he ; and it is when he comes to Dhind the strong man, the fiercest
and most desperate struggle begins. It is this fact which explains why
& season of revival in the Church is always a season marked by the bit-
ter enmity and busy hostility of the worll. Such a spiritual awakening
is a note of alarm sounded through the camp of the enemy of souls. It
is a call to arms—it is a warning to stand upon his guard—it is a
threatening of danger to his kingdom—and he is too vigilant to negleet
the admonition. Your time will not allow that I should attempt to
trace the marks of such an awakening in the Churches which these later
years have witnessed. They are more or less familiar to all, and my
fathers and brethren must know them well. This only willI venture to
say, that never perhaps since the days of the memorable Reformation did
Satan’s empire feel more distinetly beneath it than now the first heav
ings of that spiritual earthquake which is destined, at the set time, to
shake it into hideous ruin,
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14 were, lowever, gricvously {0 misunderstand the actunl state of
things, to imagine that this pleasing picture has no dark reverse. The
principle already noticed mnust prepare us to anticipate that this onward
march of the good soldiers of Jesus Christ would neither be unnoticed
nor unopposed. They only who are ignorant of Satan’s devices can
be blind to the subtile and formidable agencies he has been incessantly
organizing and steadily bringing into the ficld. Not one point where
danger menaced his territory has been left unprovided with means of
resistance. Calling to his aid the alarm which the growth of an infi-
del democracy had been instilling into the cabinets of the leading con-
tinental powers, he has employed it to produce that all but universal
reaction in these kingdoms in favour of Popery, by the help of which
the Man of Sin and Son of Perdition is again climbing up into the seat
of his ancient ascendancy. In Ireland, the generous spirit of freedom
has served to enable him to clothe once downeast Romanism with the
insignia of office and power. In England, the desire to protect, against
threatened innovation, the ancient institutions of the kingdom, has
opened for him a way by which suddenly to revive the Popish dogmas
and lordly pretensions of High Church bigotry, under the venerable
pretext of restoring the Christianity of primitive times. And has
Scotland escaped, in this general and too successful display of Satanie
strategy, put forth to counterwork, and, if that could be, to overturn
and destroy the cause and kingdom of our Liord? Let recent events
furnish the reply. The Church of our fathers, visited, in a measure at
least, with times of reviving and refreshing from the presence of the
Lord, had begun to live and breathe—to put on her beautiful garments
—to loose the bands of her neck—and to come forth in the face of the
world, a faithful, uncompromising witness for God. She had begun to
look with other feelings, and to speak with other words than heretofore,
in surveying the errors and corruptions that prevailed. She had begun
to cry aloud, and not to spare. Abuses within the Church, that once
were not ouly tolerated but loved, she had set herself openly and un-
compromisingly to condemn. While, on the other hand, the ungodli-
ness of the world—its infidel tone—its luxury—its selfishness—its
love of gain—its encouragement of errors—its invasion of the sanctity
of God’s holy day—against these and similar sins and defections she
had begun to lift up her voice with some measure, at least, of that
divine energy and faithfulness which is communicated by that Spirit
whose oftice it is to convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment., He must have been deaf indeed who has not heard the
world’s angry tones in reply. And, as we look around us, every day
seems ore clearly to shew that the husbandman is coming, with his









