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A DISCOURSE;}',Y

ABOUT , .

CIVIL GOVERNMENT IN A NEW

PLANTATION:

Where ally or the wmoff confiderable pars of free Planters profefs their de-
" fire andpurpoe of enoymg, & [ecuring tothemfelyes and sheir Pos
fleriy 5 the pure and peaceable enjoymens of the Ordinances of
Lhrifl in Cinrchfellowfbip voith bss Peop'e, and-bave liberty 19
cdft themfelves snto that <Monld or Forms of a Common-wealth,
which-fhall appear to be beft for them. Tending 10 prove the Exs
pediency and Neceffiry in that cafz of intrusting free Burgefies
“whichare members of Churches gathered amongsl them according to
{rifts with the power of Chufing from among themfelves Mas
_pfiraresy and men 0 whom tbe Managing of all Publick Civil -
Affairs of Imporsance s to be commitied. e And to vindicatetle
- Jame from an lmpusation of anUnder-Power apen the Churches.
of Chr.ft, which bath been caft upem is threngh & Miftake of the
-arue fase of the Bacfiron. E -

Reverend Siry . b

SRAMIRY He Sparrow being now gone, and one dayes refpite from

N . publick Labours on the Lotds-day falling to me in

_courfe, I have fought out your Writing, and have té-

X vicwed it, and finde (as I formerly exprefled ro yogf:

o felf ) thar the Queftion is mif-ftated by you ; and that

the Argaments whifh ydu. pro uce to prove that wh.th is not de-
aied, are (in reference to this Quettion)fpent in vain, asarows are

‘when they fall wide of the Marks they fhould bit, though they
dcike jn 2 White whith the Aréher is not called to fhoot at, §

Az The
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_.'The terms wherein you ftate the Q&eﬁfon; are thefe:

__od “Wheibir ibe Right ‘and' Power of Chufing Csvil Mugifivatesbas -

st

longs unto the ((bwrch of Chrig2--- - S

To omit all critical Inquiries, in your thus ftating the Quefticn,
Yutterly diflike two things. Do Y :

s That youfpeak of Ciril U agifiv.tes indefinirely, and without
limitat on 5 tinder wh &rnotion, all Magiltrates in the world are in-
cluded,. Tuitks, and Indians, and, Liolasers; as Well @s- (Grifiranis,
Now no man, I thigk, holdeth or imagineth, that a Churéh of
Chrift hath power andright te hufeall Civil Magiftrates throughe

- eut the World: tor, ‘ T

°r ¥n fome Countreys there-is ne Churfhof Chrift,,all the in-
habitants being Heathen men- and: Idolaters ; aad amonglt thofe
who are called: €4r1ffiunc,. the number of. the Churéhes.of” Chrift
willbe found to-be fo fmall, andthe Members of them fo fiw acd
mean, thatit is impoffible that the Right and Power of. Ehoofing
Civilf-tMagi&ra:es in all places, fhould belong to the Chuithes of
Chri : :

2.. Nor have- the Chur€hes countenance of State in all Coun-
treys, but are under Reftraint and Perfecution in fome; as the
fews in ofyypr under ‘Prarob,, and inthe Captivity in. Babylons
andthe.Chriffsan Churches 300. years afier Chrift perfecated by &o-
man Bmwperonrs: andinthele dayes thofe Reformed Churéhes fub
erute in, Antwerp,, and other Popith Countreys. . '

3« Infome Gountreys the Chuiéhes are indeed under the Pio-
tedtion of Magiftrares, as Forreigners, permitted quietly to fic
dotwn under their Wings: ‘buv neither-are the Members capable of
Mag ftracy there;. nor havethey power of Voting in the &hoice of
Magiftiates: Syéh wasthat Churéli of. Stcangers gatt eredin Lor»

Gon by }obanxes el i, with allbwante of: State under the Rroad -

Seal of England iv Edw. 6. Su€h aré the Dutck and Frenc Ch:r-

clm in Engl.nd, and othier Charthes in the- Nushérlands at this

V4. In fome Countreys fundty Nations arefo mingled; thar they
“hivefiverally an equal Rightunto feveral’parts of ‘the Conntrey,
and thercfore though they live irthe fame general €ountrey, yet
gtey are governed by different Laws, and bave feveral Mugiftrates

. jng of a.Chriftun., Commupionymake

[sY U
Ehofen by themfelves feverally,neither of them being capable of Ma~
giftracy inthe others parisnor baving Right and Power of &hufing.
Civil Magiftcates there.  Thus were the J/aviites joyned with the

€ asaanites, that were left in Canaan unfubdued : and thus are the”

Enghfh planted in thefe pacts of Americe, where fundry Nations
of -Indiuns dwell near them, and are Proprietaries of the places

.=whiéh they inbabit. Now be that fhould affiem, that the
- Ghurhies of  Chirift, .ag &(ufgé,;\ave Rightand Power of &boufing:
places,

Giv:} Magiftrates in fufh'j1aces; feemeth fome more 10 need Phy-

fick then Argnments,to recover him fiom his Errour.

2. Thefecond thing that I diflike in your ftaring the Queftion,s,

in that you make tiie Conrchesof Chriftsobe 1ne [uijeit of 1de Kinhe™ -~

and Power of chijing Civil Magifiratess  For 1. The Chutéh fo.
confidered is a Spiritaal: Political Body, confifting of divers Mem--
bers Male and Female, Bond and Free; fundry ¢f whi€h are not-
capable of Magifisacy, nor of Votingin the Ehoice of Magiftrates,
inafmuéh asnone have that Right and Power but free Burgefles;
among whom:Women and Servants are not reckoned, though they
may be, and are Churéh-members. 2. The Members of the
Charches of Chr.ft are confiderable under a twofuld refpect an-
fwerable to the twofold min, which is ipall the Members of the

Churh whillk they are inthis world, t4e inw:rd & the ourward man . 2.Corguabs

W hereunto the ouely wife God barh fitred and.appointed two forts<
of Adminiftrations, Ecclefiaffical and Civrls  Hence they. are ca-
pable of a twofold Relation, and cf A&ionand Power futablé to.
them both 3 213, Civiland Sperutsal, and acco-dingly maft be ex-
excifedtabont buth in their feafons, without. confouading thofe twa:

. different ftates, or deftroying sither. of them, whileft what:they

tranfad in civil Affairs, is:dong by. virtue of theie. civil R¢lation,
their Churéh-ftate gnely fizting them to do it according to God.

", Now tiat the fate of theQueftion. may 8ppear, I.think it feas
fonable and neceffarg to premife a few Diftin&ions,. to prevent all
‘miftakes, .if icmay bes '

. Furft thea, let us ditinguifhbetween e;be:r,wb Kamiui&}aﬁohs.drgb fruflixe.

Polisies, Ecclefiaftical and. Cizil, whilh men commonly call i4e

Churckyand Commor-wealth,. Yinclive rather to them who {peak-
the Communion, to..be; the

A3 G. sy,

i

-




_ ret .
"(?hw}‘ﬁﬁa theSrane & -eleli iRical and Civil robe the Species of it : o 7]
“For in'd €hiftivh C6.0 nunion there are thefe dforent: Adminje, * 4 Thenghthey both 3greein this, that they have the fame Lt
ft-3tons or Pol ties or State; Ecclefi ftical & Civil: Ecclefiaftical’ . "End, Viz. The Gloy of Gody yet ;hey_diﬁcr inghejrnext Ends; for
Admi ..t ations,atea Dsvine Order appunica co Lielievers far boly come. ‘the next End of. Civil Order and Adn.juifkrations, is Toe Freferv.i.n
m.nignof holy tomgy: Civil Adminiftrations, are ds Humane Order. of Humane Societjes n oxiwgrd Honour, tafisce und Peage: Bug the
appoinred by God to men for Civil Feilowihip of hwmane things, Thus, eyt Endsof Church QOrder apd Adminiftragions, are T%¢ Conyer-
fuﬂiﬂ':’ defineth them; and maketh 1. Order the Genus of i6cms boths: Jior Edsficarsin, and Salyaiion ¢f Somlsy Par q'gr;_nf Sivy Power agamft
2.-God the Effiient and Author of them both. 3. Gods Glory ebe: Sitry Peace with God. &c, ’ ,
Laft Endof them bothe 4. Man be commois Subjcté of barb. Andfo " §. Hencearifeth arother Difference abont. the 0/j-8s of thefe
<they agree very well in the Generl Nature, Efficsenty End and Subs; different Srates : for though both aguee inthis, that they bavethe -
fect 3 yet with difference ity al{; For, " ‘o-d heie Ad 6om mon Welfa:« for sheir aime andfcope ; ver the thingsabout w hich
.1. Though both agree inthis, that there isOrderin their Ad-: he Civil Powes-is.primatily canverfant,-ate Bodics, mo Cidrrind
lﬁiniﬂrationsg,‘yet wizhgtrlfies diffe. ence, that the Guidesin the Church. the Cisdl Power ?p ,A?Iﬁ\t‘.y . ’ a. 'd. » ™ Gigrina,
@ Jehn-23:, have not a Defpotical, but Qeconomical Power onely, (s) being 3 Cor.6. 4o Or T wpds Tov Giov, the things of this bife , as Goods,
j " LandsyH oneur the Liberties and Peace of the outyard man. The tbiqgs

Marth 3.11. ! h
1COR3.S3T  pior Lardsoves Cir sfis hevit.ge, but flewards andminifters of Clrift and

f ?t::rs'.‘ Es 0. of 3&: Church 3 theDomition and;.aw-giéizg ;.l'ovgez bmé;g refge-.- ‘ 'whereabout«th'e-Cbnr.chDWﬂi? txé:gifed, are 7q wpds e 9‘3,, Heb.gets *
custe o -vedto Chrift alonc, asbe undy Head of the Ch-vebe Butin the-other. ' . . "
Match.28.18. - ) . . TFhe things of GadsBs the Sonls and ((oufciences of men,the Doltrine
. ﬁ) Lufeu.zs-"~Statehehathgwanordly Power, Authority and Dominion unte, -ﬁd‘ W’::‘jg ,;f;f G; d, the L’. S— g # the Sa{‘m.r. ? Hence alfo~

. e : . el ‘2. They have different Laws: 2. Different Officers: 3+ Diffé-
2 Though bothagree in this, that, Men is :_be common Subgeld | (entfP}:grer, Wheteby to reduce mea to Order, according to their
of ‘themb.in, yer with this difference, Manby Nittare being 8 Rea- . .different Obje@sand Ends; Now that ajuft harmony may bekept-
fonable and Sociable Creature, capable of Civil Grder, 1s ormey- between cheie twodifferent Orders and Adminiftrations, two Ex-
be'the Subjet of Civil Powerand Sate: Biit Man by Grace called . tremes muft be avoided : 1. That théy be not confounded,: either -
out £ the wotld to fellowship with Jefus Cbrit, and with hs. by giving the Spiricul Power, which is praper.to the Chunch, irw - -
People,is.the onely Sibje& of Chuich-power; yet fo,25 the Quee thé%:,ﬁgd ofthe Civil Magiftrateas Erafiys would bavedouein ke -
‘ward man of Church-members is fubj& to the Civil Poweria matter of Excommunications 1f any Magiltrate fhould préfume
common with other men, Whilé(t their Jaward mam is ehe fubjed. “to thruft Himfclf byhis Atthority or otherwile, into a Wark which
of Spiritu.l Ordeér avd Admisiftrdtions. . "° - i = .propesly belongs to a Church-Officer, let him remember what be- -
'3 ‘Thoughi they ‘both agree inthis, thit God s the Effcionr and fell Saul and Vzzsab for fodoing: or 2. By giving Civil Power
Aqthor of them bisls andthat by Chrfh, yexnot cadem ramone, For, toChurch-Officers; who are called to attend onelyto Spiritual mac-
God asthe -_c’re_a:pr_apd Govemouraf the wqud, lsjhe Author qf_ Yers, and e things of Gody and theoefore may not be-diftracted -
Civil Order and Adminiftrations : But Geld-asin Covenant wich big fromthem by.Seculitintanglements, Lfay, Church-Officess, nat
, . People in Chrift, is the Author of Church-Adminiftrations. Sa Church-members ; for thiey (not being limited as the Officers are by -
D Jobir gm0 kkewife Corift, as ’theEﬁ‘entié.]' Word asd Widame of God crea- God) are apable of twodifferent imployments, futing withwo -
fieb.r.2,5  ting and governing the World is the Efficicntand Foqmamof‘uvﬁ : d fferent Men in them, jn:different refpeds; as hath been faid': and °
?H‘l.ixgn‘rsz &'Ox:da & Adminiﬂtatiﬁnsv( o But as M.ed"“o" of Fbe New Cove- : : :'as,(he.y may lawfully be imployed aboue things of thisiLfe; fotbey -
523, §e 01, Danty& Headof the Charel/a)he eftablitheth Eoclefiaftical Ondet. 1t areof all inen fitteft;being fandtified and:dedicated to-God tocarty .
. o ) 4. Though | -0n all waildly.and civil bulinefs. 20 Gods ends, 3save: halldéclare
' . in -

hn z3. 10, 5 y
[ 2 Pel.z?xa. «en (5)s
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“induetimé, ~'Batconcerning Churck-Officers. T am able with Gods
help'to prove, that the devolving of Civil Power upon Paftorsof

Churches,(upon how fpecions pretences foever it began) gave thay

- “Rilecothe _M.m of Sim, which atlaft fet his feer unthe necks of
* ‘the Princes of the Earth, yea, cf the Emperours of the Wiild,
_Xewas your miftake, when you too <oofidently affirmed, That the
Asmiting of the Right ana Power of choafing Civil Officers umro frec Buye
Zeffes that are Members of Churches, brougbe tkat Tyrauny into the
Romifh Charch, which al the Charcher of Cirift complain of. It
‘would well have become you to have berter digefted yuur own
thoughits, be fore fich words liad pafled through your lips ; for yout

Wwill never be able o' produce any good Author chat will confirm
“What you fay. ~ The truth is quite contrary ; for that [ may inftance

in R.ucit {elf:. Had Churches been rightly managed. whien the

‘moft corfiderable part in that City embraced the Chriftian Faith,

dnthe ceulicg € tre Tem Perfecations, that oriely fuch 2s had been

- it for the. State, had heen admitted into Church-fllowthip, that

they alone had had power. out of themfelves to have Ehofen M-
:§ fteates, fuch Magifirates would not have been Ehof. n, as would
:have piven their Power - the Pop:; nor would thofe Churches
-have {uffeced cheir Pagtors to become Worldly Princes and Rulers,
-as the Pope and his Cardinals aré ; nor ‘would they have given up
‘the Power of the Church from the Church into the Officers hands,
~but would have salled upon ther to. fuifil cvesr Mmifiry which they
hady-ceivedof the Lora; and if need were, would by the power of
‘Chrift lave compelled them o to do: And then where had the
- Pope. Suptemacy been. which is made up of the Spoils of the
Ecclefisftical and Civil Srate? but had by the courfe which now
‘we plead for; been prevented.. : .
. 2. The ficond Extreme to be avoided, is, That thefe two dif-
ferent Qcders and Stares, Ecclefiafficat and Ciuil, be not fet inop-
pufitien ascantraries. that one thould dcftroy the other, but as co-
«0-dinste States, in the fame place reaching forth help mutually each
#to other, for the welfare.of both, accarding toGod: Soihat both
‘Officers and Mzmbers.of Churches be'fgﬁje&. in refpeé of the
outward man, ‘to the Givil Power of thofe who bear Rulein che
Livil Stateaccording to God, and teach others foto do : And that

the
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fhe Civil Magiftedtes and. Officers, it regard of the inward mn,
fubje chemielves Spiritually to the power of Thrftin Chuith¥
©Ordinances; and by their Civil Power preferve the 1a.ce in our
ward Peace and Purity ; and tids will beft b= attained, wh-ntie
Puftor may fay to the Magiftrate, as Gregory N & san3:n wiote
to theMagiltrate of N «(sangum, Scio te ovem mici griuss effe (acré
gregés (ucram ovem : 1 knaw thouarta fheep of my Flock. aholy
fheepof a holy Flock.  Againg Cum Chr-ifto imperasy cam C¥ “tflo
etiams adnimifirasy «b coeft vivs gladins, hoc d navium dte p#ow - +1qui
dedit coufervesy 3 thatis, Thou rulelt with Chrift, and adgoin.ft-eft
to Chrift; thou haft the Sword from him : Jet this gift which thou
haft received from him, be kept pure for him.  And when the Civil
Magiftrate in bis Church-ftate, anfwereth Awibrofe hisdclcription
«of a good Emperout : Ipfe imperator bonus in'ra Ecolefsam, no [n-
pra Ecdlefiam eft : A good Magiftrate is within the Church, not
‘boveic. - Laftly, when according to Funins his defcriptionof the
Power of the Chriftian Magiftrate in Church-matters,be accounts it
1is duty to embrace in Fellowlhip with the whole Church, ! verans
Chrifti & Eclefre memorum the Laws given by Godin the Chureh,
and the means fan&ified by him to nourifh the inward man, and 1o
protect and defend the faine: [Tanguam Magfivatus a Dzo Ordinas
#ns) “for, faith be, Asbe és a Chriftian, he 15 fantla ovss de [antto
Chrifhs greg{:‘ (o6 A lioly fheep of Chrift’s bolyflock.  But as a
Magifteate he is{ Cufbos Urdinss vindexqs publics ;] that is, 4 prefervér
wf publick order. Suchwere (befides the good Kings of fudah)
Confantiney Toeodofius, &c. in' fome meafure, though very defedive.
S0 much fhall ferveto bave been fpoken concerning the firft Di-
Rin&ion, o ‘ o S
- The fecond Diffingtion tobe premifed for tlearing the traefate piginena.
of the Quetion, s, [Zier Remp. conftitntams ¢ conftituendan.]. Be-
tween 2 Common-wealth already fetled, and a Common-wealth yet
¢o be fetled; and wherein men are free fo chufe whar Form chey
fhalljudge be. For I conceive, whett Pant exhorted the Romans
€0 be fubjeit to the bigh.r P.wers, who at that time were Heatheht
inen, aadl Perfecutars, he confidered that Civil State as fetled, ,and
Gedhis Advice accordingly.  Bat if ke iad beento Dire&t them
> aboutlaying the Foundation'of a BChﬁ(tiax‘; Co;hmori-‘waakh,'l;;:
- ’ R : T wou
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3 Cot.7 13,

2 Cor.6.14,15.

Ly aPet2.18,

'gngr.y.;x.‘

R 2% B o

Z T Uy S ~
would not have advifed them'to chufe fiich Governdurs s were od#:

~ of the Church, but would Have feriously forewarned them of :thé

danger whereunto the Church wounld tiave been expofed- therebyy
and that unavoidably. ~ And that'this may not be thoughta flighe
and uncertain conje&ure, let us confider whatadvice be gave in Liké
cafes : Ye know,that writing to perfons already Married. heexhorts
eth rhe betieving wife 10live with the unbelieving busbana 5 yet the fame
‘Apoftle direceth the fame Church, in cafe they were free to- make -
their own choice, to avoid fuch matches: Be nor uneqmally yoked
(faich bePwirh Infiets 5 for what fellowfbip bath righteoufnefswith unw

vighteonfnes ¥ andwhat part hatb the belicver with the infidel? - Tn like

mapner, when. Peter exborted Chriftian Servants to be [ubjcét to their
Mafterswihall fear, not onely to the gosdiand gemle, but alfo tothe

froward, hedid accommodate his inflyu@ion o their prefent com.

dition. But had he been to dite& thém-in ancther ftate being fiee,
to Ehufe what might be beft. for themfelves, " be would have exﬁr'ez
fed himfelf otherwife, as may appear by this, Fhe fame Spirit that .
infpired Perer thus to adyife in this cafe, guided Pix/farther ina dif-,
ferent cafe : Are thon galled being 4 [ervant, ((aixhhe) rave not for ity
butsf thow maift be free, afeit rathero  Andthat if e had written

-taa company of - Bel'evers ina New Plaritation, where the Foundap .

tions of -the Church and Civil State, and the comminioh. of both,
.was to be laid for many Generations to come, he would-have advifed .:

| them to'rake the fame courfe which we plead for; -may. dppearby hs

Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC

reproving the Churchin Coisnth, for cartying their differences before

Heathen Magifiraies to be judged by t_/_mr/,thoughv'be‘pln'é&them‘to be .
[faubjet? to heir power: Had the unbelieving Magiltrates cited the .
toappear. before theic .Judgement-feats, be raught them both by ..

Precept and by his Example to fubmit..  But when they were atqlia . _

would voluntarily, and of theirown accoid, chufe:to bring. their
cafes before thofe that were withogt: the Churéhy: this heblameth |
inthem; andthat fo farre, ashe demandeth whty they donor yather
fuffer wrong theatake fuch a courfe?..plainly intimating, that men .
that profefs the fear,of God:if they be. free to make hoice of .
their Civil Judges, (as in this New Plantation we are) trey fheald | .
zasher chufe fuch as are Members of the Chugeh for that P.u.ri&fea .

. T T - £ .~E 2

berty to compofe civil Differencesamong themfelses, and yet they

Images reproduced by courtesy of Harvard University Library

ES
ghen others tlrat are not jn thac efta

13141
te, . The fame Rule holdeth by
proportion in all things of like nature ; for Pursz par eff ratto.”

& “Thethird Difhniungobe premifed far clearing the truth in this Diflinét, 37

“Daint, is berween freqiByraefles and free Inkg iwanis i a Civil Statés

- Concerning whom, thee mnfh-be had  a differene confide:ation,
T bis differenice of People living under thé fame Civil Jurifdiction,
isheld and obferved ig all Countreys, as Well Heathen as others, as
eroay at large be proved, if it were needful, utof t:c Hiftories
1of -all Nauons-aad Time; ; and the Experience of ourTimes, as
‘tyellifour owstNatiye Countrey, as in other.places, confirmeth
“jt. In all which, many-are Inhabitants that ‘are not Citizens, thac
#ate never likely to be numbred among a'.'p xov'}eg, or Rulers: Ane
“fiverablyitis i'the cale now in queftion. So thatwhen we urge,
‘thiat Magiftratesbe Ehofen out of free Burgefles, and by them, and
sghat thofe freé Burgeffesbe Ehofenoutof fuchasate Members of
“thefeé Chirrches; we'do not thereby go aboutto exclude thofe that
“aténot in Church-Order, -from any Civil- Right or Liberty that is
¢due unto them as Inhabitants and Planters, a5 if none fhould haye
¢Lots in dae proportion with.otber men, nor the benefitof Jultice
~under the Government where they live, but onely Churcli-membets;
#{for this were indeed to have the Comimon-Wealth fwallowed up of
ithe Church) but feeing there ever will be difference  between the
MW orld and the Church in the fame place, and that both men of the
-world are allowed of God theufe and enjoyment of the help of
1Civil:Governgent, for -their quiec ad comfortable fobfiftence in
‘theworld: and Church-members (though called out of the world
dinto f:llowfhip with Chritt, yet) living in the world, baving many
‘yworldly neceflities and bufineffes in common with men of the
oworld that Live among them, ftand inuéed of thecivil Power to righe
Ythem.againft civil injuries, and to prote&t themin their rigbt, and
soutward orderly ufe of their Spirituals,againft thofe that areaptto

- sbeinjurious to them inthe one, of in the other refpe& ; which be-

\ing without, are not underthe’Chdrches Power ; and yet livirg
_withio the Vergeof the {ame Civil Jurifdiétion, are under the Civil
Power of .the Magiftrates. Henceit is, that we plead for this Or-
lerto be fet in Civil Affars, that fucha courfe may be taken as may
beft fecure to oiir felves and our pofterities the faitbful managing ofl'
oo T B2 ' o ‘Civi
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| Tal
Civil Government for thé commob welfare ¢f all,as well inthe Churf
* By church.  3s Without; which will then moft certajoly be effeed,when the pub-
Menbersinll - Jick Truft and Power of thele matters is committed to fuch men as
is meant (uch 35 ate mcft approved accotdingto God ; anditliefe are Chusch-méns
- arein full Com- hers* g fhall afterward, God affifting, be proved. o
Diffinél.4s  The fourth Diffanctionto be premifed for clearing the truth, asd
to prevent m.ftakes inthis Queftion, fhall be berween rhe 2étions of
Churct-memberss Forfome a&tions are don€ by them all joymly ava.
,i{‘i’i"‘“l Body, in reference 1o Spiritual ends; and fome-a&ions are
one onely by fome of the Body, in reference'to Civil ends. A &lonsef
the firft fort,are faid to be done b she Chmrch of Chrift, as a Chwrchof
"Chrifl 5 fuch ave Admsffion of memberssand Excommunication.of then
accoramg 10 Chrift’s order, and other altions of . that kinde ;. bue the
fall not underour Queftion, which is wholly. about zée tranfaction.of
Civil Affaws: {othat yourwhole Difpute wanteth 2 good ground,
and your Jabour about it might well bave been' {paredi Astions of
the fecond fore, are of a larger extent, “and reach to bufineffes of a
 Cwvil Nanre, fach asthat Civil Fudyement whereof Pasul fpeakerh,
I [or.G o il ﬂ"i; Cm'h‘io?s,iﬂ maitery that concern this Ilfc,& the Livq,

- Gauds, (and which is dearer totiem thenboth)tbe Reputationsof mem,
and 1heir onispard Laberty and “Peace. Conceming which, Membess
fitly chofen qut of the Church, and made free Burgeffes, are fitter to
judge and determine according to God, then other men,and that for
‘weighty Reafons ; fome whereof are rendredby Pas/irr that Cha«

pter, whereunto others may be added, when we fhall argue that:

: Point,the Lord helping uss o ' -
Diffindlg. . Thefifth D finétisu o be premifed for the clearing of the truthyn
h this Point, is betiween Places, where ally or ske moft confiderable part of
firft and free Planters, profefs vheir defire and purpofe of entrimg imte

 Church-fellowfhip according to Chrifl, and of enjoying in that Stase d
the Ordininces in puvity and peacey andof [ecuring the Jamennto iheiy

- pofvity, fo farre asmen are able 5 and thofe Places where ulbev the moff
_confiderable part of the firft and frec Plinters avs othervife minded,. and

- profefs thecantrary, Out Quettionis of the firft fort, rotof the fe-
cond. Asfor thofe of the fecond fort, if the major, or more ¢anfi-
derable part among them, will belike Heathen men, without fich
Church-fullowfhip, asisaccordiog to Chuift in all things, 2 Heathen.

A man,

[r3y

n TN .. . ) o .

#0300t meer civil worldly Polititian, will be good enongh tabe theit -
Magiftrate ; or if they defire to fer up /dolatry and Swperfistion, ab I

dolatrous and fuperfitious Governor in the Civil State will beft fute

their ends 3 and Fo they ray be faid to their juft reproof and fhame,

z,k.g Pricfllike Peopte ;a0d Like Princeylike Peoples Thus (om-ex_imes-

ghe Lord bath fpoken agaioft a licentius people concerning their pro-

phets, He that will prophecy of wine and [irong drinky be fhall be the pro- Micab 3. 33
phesto this people, He that fometimes giveth fuch Guidesin tbe (| burch

foa peoplein bss indignation, dothalfo fomerimes give Magifirates

G Rulers to a people inthe Cipil Siate in his wrath,when men are for-

Jaken of bim, and given up more so < ffeét outward fancy and vawity,

then Gods Order-: as When the people of Ijrael finght a King;wWithout
-gefped tothe right Trite, from whenceby Gods order they ought

to exped one, He gave ihem a King in his anger, and took bim away in g oo oae
s wrathe Infuch cafe,what fhall the people of God do thatlivein

fisch a place ? furcly if God give them liberty and ability,they fhould

sittend to the voice cf God,which hath faid in a like cafe to his peo-

Ple, Arife and deparsythis is wot your reff 5 and follow 1be fleps of Chriffs Micah 2:xot
flock to any place, where be caufesh bis flock to feeds and lye down ander Canticr.6,2+
a comfortable fhadow 42 #oox : Asin ferobeam’s time,the Levises lef

their fuburbisand came to Juidab and Jersfaiemyand afier them of allske

Tribes of Hfvael, fiuch as [et their bearts to feck 1b- Lord God ¢ f Ifrael,

and fiengthned the Kingdome of Judab, where Gods Ordinances

both concerning Civil Government and Religious Worfhip were

betcer oblerved, But if Divine Providence doth neceflitate their

g‘aay and abode in fach places, they are to pray for thofein Autbority, 1 Tima.m3
that they may become fuch, as wnder whom they may liveaquiet and’ - -
peaceable bifes in all godlmefs and bomefly 5 and tobe fubjeét to their

Power, even in thofe things wherein they may.not obey their Coms

inands, nor feek their belp, 3 Cor. 6. 3, 2. till God fhall give them

Liberty from that Yoke, citherby removing them to thofe places

Where fitter Magifirates’ bear Rule in Civil matters, or by giving

them opportunity of Chufing more futable ones from among thems

Llyes.
. 7 §0 much fhall ferve to have been fpoken to the Diinilions,

Which having thus premifed, we now proceed.to declare the true
Ruceof the Quéflion ¢ which isas flloweth, _ L
. B3 Q. Whetkep
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Thetrue fate of Q- Whethera wevw Plantation; wheré all ov themoft canfiderable fare of
the Queftion. "t free Plancers profels thesr purpofe and defirgof [ecuring so themfelies
= - ahdto they poflersty, the pureand peagcaple enfsyment, of Chrsffe
" Otdinances ' Whether 1 fays..[uch Plamers axe bond b lymgté’s
< Foundations of-Church and-Croil Statayiso take ordery thar all the
free Burgeffes'be [uch as arein fellow(hup of the Church or-Clhprches
which are, ormay be gathered according to Chrift ; and rbat‘xkaﬁffe:g
Burgeffes have the only power of chufingfram ampng them[elves (uil
M agiftrates, andimento be irufled wirh tranfiling all pgb{ic/{,f/!ﬁ
fairs of Tmportance,according tothe rales and Airglions quscﬁi;gggrﬁ
_ Thold the Affirmative partof this Queftion upon this ground,that
this conrfe will moft conducets the good of: both States; and by
confequence to the common w.ifare-of . all whereunto all men arg
bound principally to -attend in laging the Foundaion of a Comnsmy
wealth; left Pofterity'rue:the ficft Mifcarriages, whenit:will betog
late to redrefs them.. They that are skilfol in Aréhite@ure obfevey
that the breakmg or yieldsng of & flone i she growndwork of aBuildmg bug
the breadih of the back of a kusfeswill make a cleft of more then half a fo
- sitthe Fabrick alofe: Soimportans (taith mine Author) are fun_dam:nrz
~ Erraurs. FheLordawakenus to look o itintime, and fend ushig
Light and Truth to lead us into the fafeft wayesinthefe beginnings,
* - The ‘Queftion beiug thus ftated,1 now proceed with Gods helpto
Jprove the Affirmative part: andthus l-argue,to prove that the Form
of Govérnmens swhich is defbvibéd in the true flating of the Lueflicn 3s.th
,  “beftjund by confequencesthar mien that are free to.chufe (as in.ngw Planjay
NP tionsthey are) onght 1o effabliflyit in a Chriflian Common-wealth. .
TArgum. 1. - Theocratie, or to make the Lovd God eur Governonr-(3), -4 the hfi
' gg}i_‘;;ﬁ?}-’?'f'om of Government in a Chriftsan Commor-wealth, and which men that
Jodg8ies.  wrefrecto chufe (asin new Plantatsons they ave) ought o oft. bfb.... The
Form ‘of Government deferibed in the 1rue flating of the Queftion
Theocratie, or that-wherem we make the Lord Ged our-Goyernonry
Thevéfore that Forni of Governiment which is 'defersbedn the true Jlating
of -the O weftionyis the beft Form of Government ina ((briftian Copsmony
wealthy and which men that ave free to chufe (as in new Plantations they
wire) ought toeftablifl:, - The Propofition is cleat of: itfelfe ., The
Aflamption I provethuss - St e red Ty
Thas Forms of Governmiens where Xy The poople that bave MP?{Z;? of
e cagid FCTIICHHS Wiaere “2e- £ daid cufing

B

ProQuest LLC

e [is:T
gl Fig iheir Covernors are in Cuvenaut witk God(b) 20 Whereinthe men (1 Exod. 195
f_}jaﬁn b),ibim aré, qu{y.mm, avd fedwub a s‘jﬁzru,of . Governmen: (c_); ;
35 [nwhich the Lawsthiy itle by ave the Liaws of God.(0) : -4 Wheresy &C\“{‘\,ﬁ;\;; iy
Laws are exccmtedy iberstaiices alloredyand civil differences are compo[edyzy 25,
according to Gods apposntment (€): §u In which men of God ave confulied gi'r\?é';‘?s",%
with in all havd cafes, andin-matiers of Religion (f),.is the Form which ficé(-’zr%- fz:%
was rectived and eftablifhed among the people of Iirad whil'ftithe | Y Deu)17.8:
‘Lord Godvwas their Governeur;:as the places of Seri prure alledged 2 rx- & 19- 16,
Ahew ; and s thevery fame with that which we plead for,as will ap- 2 Contougeto 15
bear to him tl at Thall examire the true ftating of the Quefticm:
“The Conclafion follows neceflnly. .- - o
"\ T'nat Eorm of Government which giveth unto € brift bis due prebemi- Aygums 2y
nence, 75 the beft Fovm of Government ina Chriffian- Comman-wealths .
‘and which men that'ave free to chufe (is'in new Piantatsons they are) oughe-
20 eftablifh. - The Form of Governmens'defirsbed in 1he true [tating of the -
Leflim, is ihat which giveth unto Chrif} bis due prebeminence. There=
ove the Form of Government which is defcribed inthe true flating of the
eftiniy. i 1he best Form of “Governmens in a Christan. Common~
swealih, andwhizhmen that dre-freevo chnfe (ab in new Plamations
dhey are) onght to establifh. :

The Propofition is proved out of ‘two places of Scripture, Colu1s -
1§10 19. with Eph.1.21,22- From which-Texts it dothappear,that -
“jt is a prehemince due to Chrift, that all ehings, and all Governments- -
‘intbe world, fhould ferve to Chrifts ends, for: the welfare of ‘the
‘Church whereofhe is the Head. - For 1, Inrelation to God;he hath. -
this by Right of Primogeniture; as heis tbe firsi-borny and [o Heir of
“all things, bigher then the Kings of theearth, . 2. In relation to the -
“Whotld, it is faid, AX things weve made by bhim, and for bimy and do con=
fist.in b.m,and therefore it is a preheminence due.o him that they all &
Jeryehitm. 3. Tngelation to the Chureh, it is faid He hath made all
‘things [ubject under ks feers and hath given bim over all things to be
Head of the Church, that inall things he m:izbt have the prebeminences -
And indeed that ke upholdeth the Creatures, end tlie Crder thatis in -
them, it is for bis Charches fake; when that. is-once vompleat, the
‘world fhallfoonbe aramend;~ Andiif you reade the flories of the
. great Monarchies that have been,and judge of them by Scripture- -
light, you will fiude they-ftood ocfell; gecording as God purpofed !
(e

-

[
I

o1 T 2 ]
\)Exod.18:2Xe -
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D reirss felfion of dove:a),and -f - Sutj-ition (b, an

tsamor. - and fo fidy fervethco exprefs their joyaing!

: RELA ' ~
£o mike ufe of themi 4boat fome fervice to.be done about hisChurchs.
50 tharthe onely conliderabls pare for which che woild finc
thisday, §sthe Church:. and cherefore ici .
Chsitt, that his Heaithip over the Chicch'{h xalt:d dnd
knowledgd, and ferved by all. . -In which refp-& alio the Title'df
T bi first-bora is given to che Mzmbeis of the Chugch, and they it
called The firft-fr its of vis Creatures, t {i. % both their preber
fence above others,and shat they:ace fitefk tofeiveto Gods etk
The Affamption ( Thas 10 Form of G -vernment. defcrit
Satng of the Dueitiony duh; grve unto Coriét big duc prebem
will eafily be g:anted by thofe that fhallconfider what Givil M
firares and Rulers iinthe Common wealth thofe aré, whoa
o ferve to Chrift's ends £>r_the. gaod: ang welfare: of -
which will beevident from two places of Scripere 2 Fir
‘20,11,12 you have a defcription of thofe that are fitd
-Givil Affairs in their Magiftracy .to Chrit’s ends 3 they:are lich s
sare not oacly wile and learned in macters of Religion: botaifode
_ reduce their 190Wledg¢ig;b_.§ggd§[eg ' {hi:p toe Lordin'
* ~and net anly fo,butkys. 1 Sorawhiich

@Bli3s of Chrift,  Secondly, in /fseq9.23 it 18 promiledto:Uhe!

- : (&) Va. Hax.. gg their Emperour (d), which the A pofile calls, 4 va
TG 5 i othe Gupel(e)y:whichisshe fpistof the Mersbet

“that Kings and Quceps {bial bo sheir mirfingefasters and wur fap-mnbrry,

~and dhereforeitis addel, They fhall wer fap v their faces 1o tin vartly

wnd tick up the dv ik of 1by feet.5 which isa proverhial expreifion of

itheir yoluntary humbling of themfelvesto Chrift in, bis Ofdinanees,

- (taken fronithe mannerof the Perfass in declarinp their Subjedion.
:

‘ches of Chrift.And for this Reafon itis, thats 1
moulded 2 Commuoaion among bis own People, whestfn 81FC
Adminiftations fhould ferve to boly ends, be defcribed thesien
whom that Truft (hould be committed, by certain Properties,which:

alfo quadified them for fellowfhip in Church-Ordinances;as Afens

A ERod 1838 abituy and powpr -éver their owm affections. (£); fecondlyy fearing
wi

Cube el 3o

. ; g
- Truly Religiosy Mewof Coutage, bating Covetoufnefs, méhof ¥ Vifderh,
men of wnder Sanding, and mey Kuown o appeavod of amang rhe pegple -

~

——— S
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W'GadBa chofemby.the Bord,fram apong their Brethen,8enotafirat-
© sgerywhich isnoBrother ;- the:moft of: which-concurre ro defcribe
-Church: embiets io'a Church rightly .gathered -and ordered, whp
:avealid in refpe& of their union with-Chrift, ‘and fellowfhip toge-
igher, called Bretbren frequentlyin the New Teftament, wherein the .
- quicy.@f, chat'Rule is eftablithed to us. = -Obje@. Coriff wil Objedhs :
_hapcbs due Prebemwience, though the Civil-Rulers oppef& bum and per-
Feousahe Churches, as inRome:: Fherefore it a5 not meceffary 1hat this.
&ourfe. be taken in Cronl dffairs ta eftablfh Chrifls ‘Frehemmences X
' Auf.The Queftion is of 8 Chriftian Commonwealéh thatfhould wik- e2n/i?
Hingly fubjed themfelves to'Chrift, not-of a Heachen State that (halt
rfotcabe fubdued-into Chrift.It is concerning what Gods people
ing frez. thould chufe, not what his cnemies are compell'd unta.
" That Form of &Iovérnmen: wherein the bef}. provifion & made for 1he drgum. 3a
good botkuf the Church and of the Civil Statey is the-beft \Form of G-~
. iwernomcntin 4 Chriftian Communionyand-which menthat arefreeto chufe .
Casin wew'Plantatsons they ara)oughi to éftblifh. TheForm of Goverrm
Phims deforshed in.the true faring of the Queftion, is that-wherein the besd
* Provifionss maide forthe good boi of the Conrch and' Cril'State, - There
Jore the Form of Government defevibed in the true ‘flating of the
~ Ryeftion, g the'best Form of Government-in & Chyiitian-Communion,
indichmen that.are free 10 chufe. ( ar. in vew Blawations they are)
“wisghe 10°¢ftablfh. - The Propdfition (if ‘need’be) may be confirm-
wdkfrom theend of dll Civil:Government & Adminifirations which
i&t&?f‘qmﬁ(.ggidemmm Good, whethier Natural,as inebe prefervation
of Lifeand Safeirs -ov Miqralyas. Pftive, and Howefty in Humane Socic-

diess or Civil, as Peage, Liberty of Commerces “or Spiritualas to pro-
xeBt irobh:in Spiritual, thongh outward, ‘Order and Adminiftris

- e i peace & purity Ridthis|aft is peincipally to be attended unt
' *‘?&lﬂ? b i‘fdrgfupch 4 are intrafted with =tbis.p'care, wecalled The 'M?,-’
. miflers of Gody to'note the ‘principalend whereanto they ferve, viz.
¢ . -Theghings whereinGod is moft dire&ly and immediately tionour-
+#d,, which is in:promoting man’s ‘Spiritual good, fo farie as they
“--greenabled by'their Civil Power. ’ .
;. Xbe Affomption (T hat the Form of Govertment in the Comimssti-
S "’pﬁlfb whichwe plead for, #s that whereinthe bes? provifion &5 made for
- thg good both of the Church and of the Civil State) may ‘appear by thie
' A : € * bletfing
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Blefling of God which ufially is vpon the CommunioB, where the

Gods Ordinances, is principally attended unto by all forts “as may be
proved by the {tate of thin.s in the Communion ofs/frues,whil'tt the
fecvice of the Lord was with due careattended to afl the dayes of 7o-
Jwasand allvhe dayes of 1he Eers. that over-hyed 7 fuaywbich bad
known all tte works of 14 Lord which he bad dune for Ifracls:- Many
more places of Scripare might be'alledged ; but T:will:onely note
Pfal. 72, wherein all-forts of good are affured to the C ommon-
wealth, whereinthe fear of Godjthatis Matters of Religion are fo-
regarded, asthe. prefervation thereof: to after-apes is duely provided
for : which how:caait be done, if tte courle deferibed in the.true
ftating. of. the Queftionbe:negleGted by thefe that:are. free tocaft.
tbe Common-wealth into what Mould thiey pleafe>. = .
This ] wnins; a Learned and Godly man, and much exercifed in

State Affairs, asappears by-the Story of bis Life, faw clearly; and!
sherefore fpeaking of the Confent-and Harmony of: the Church and.

Civil State, in the concurrence of their feveral:Adminiftrations to the -

welfare of a Chriftian Common-wealth, he expreflech it by the
conjunilion of the Sowl and Body 1 a Man;..and concluderh, thag:

WNothing will be of [o hnch avail to the welfare of civil Admim$trations,

as.will the.beft- Ad nimfbrations of the Church giving attendance to the
koly and juit Communion of Saints, (utad parentem officiorum omnie -
um) as to-vhe Pavent- of all Daties : and, that Nothing wil [ fevire
and Stcengthen Church- Adminifirations, as that fecurity. { qQaam pras

 bitura eft jufts. pii Magiftvatus atque fidelis [roAsrele ). which the
 juft Adminiftrations of* & godly and faithful Magiftrate will afford,

Now Vii & Fideles , Men that are godly and faitbful,.are fuch as are-
deferibed in our: ftating of “the Queflion. And having. thus faidy.
ke breaks outinto anaffe@ionate Adinication of the Happinefsofa
Commaunion {o ordered:. Ecquidobfecro. fusnrum eft, fioptima Eccle

fiasgum Repub/wﬁ optima coukifeat ¥ O beatnm populum, in quouno orey

€ wiio animy utraq; adminifiratioy ad finélam; cammanionem cum cid.
vili Socictare continendam, ¢ angendam confpiraveris ! Non minyt ile-
lambac admmiftraiso, (¢4 alrera alteram fFantem, confinmaty labantens,
faummaryollapfum erigu Which Tthus Enplifh : 19hat  pray may be.
expelled in-futnte timesy { the beft Chwrch,andthit befi Common-wealtd.
£ o
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fecuting of the § piritual ;0ud of mmen, in the-peace and purity of

: J10} .
grow up agether-2 b bleffed people,- among wihom each Adminifiratit
Jhall confpire with-one mouth, andone minde, io conjoyn and advance 1he
Conmmunion of Saints wih the:Crvil Society ! One of thefe Admmifira
tions will not detradt from the other, buteachwill confirm the otherif i -
fland, and flayit if 1t be falling, and raife it-up if it be. faln downe

Andalittle aftethe thus concludeth, Magiftyatum cui credita eft civie
Jis adminiftrationon in Ecclefia folums, [cd etiam ex-Ecclefia'?(fe affirma-
mus ; We affirm,Mhat the Magistrate to whom the Civil ddminifira-
tion is commstredyss or onghi to be not onely 1wWhe Church, but alfo taken”
“out of the Church, Thus Faniss thought,and taughe,and publithed
‘tothe world. ‘And indeed what is more equal, then that he who by
Officeis tobea eMinifter of Gid, fhould be&hofen by andout of
th.ofe who are by openPref flionin the Church-eftate, the Servanss
«of the Lord and have more helpsto know’hisMinde, and deepen-
«gagements to feek his Ends, and obfecve his Will, then other men 2
Butif any be otherwife minded, let them¢hew fome other coutfe;
wherein the publick good may be promoted according to God,with
affurance of @ blefling by virtuc-of ‘the Promifes.

- The fourth Argament fhall be taken ot of 1 Cor 6. versx, 108, Argnmigs

“Whence I thusargue: ~That Formof Government wherein the power
of (it Adminifiravions i denied unta unbelicuers, andcommsttediothe
Saints; 4 the beft Form of Government in a Chriffian Commor-wealth,
<and which men that are free to chufé (asin new Plantations ihey are) onght
s0eflablfb.  The Forws of Government defiribedinthe true fiatingof
<the Duefhion, i thar wherein the power of Civil Adwinsfbrasions ss de=
nied to unbelicversyand committed to the Saintse  Therefore:the Formsof
“Governmen: dafiribedin the true flating of the D «eflionyis the beft Forns
of Government in a (briftian Commnnion, and which men that are free

.. ‘20 'chufe («3 in new Plantations they arc) onght to_ eftabliflo. The Pro-
- -pofition is cvident from the Scriptare alledged. For, the thing which

Paul blameth in them, is not, that living under unbelieving Magi-
MRrates, they fubmitted to their Civil Judicature when they were
-ited o appear before their Judgement-feats ; but this he reproveth,
~that when they were fiee to chlile other Judges, (asin voluntary sc-
*ferences they were) they would ont of &hoice be judged under the
-unjuft,and 0ot under Saints.  His Arguments againft this-are many
-and weightye  x, From the danger of thus exalting unbelievers,
i SRR Cz2 and
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[>T
&nd abafing thie Sa'nts, in thefe words, Dare any of you bating a mats
ter agauft anotherybe judged ander ihe snjufl,-and-not under the Sainis?
2. From the quality 6funbelieving Judges, whom ke calleth wnjorf?,
Becaufe theyare deftitute ofithe righteoufnefsthat is by Faith, and:
which s the Eountain of all true-Moral Juftice ; and Becaufe they
were ill:affeéted to Chriftians, and to the Cbuiéh of Chrift, and ape
to vex them injurionfly , if they had any bufinefs before them ;- and:
becanfe thougF fome menout of Chiriftmay be found civilly honeft,
and morally juft; as were8l{o fome Heathen men, - yet you can have
no’aﬁii‘rznze of-their jufiice, feeing this.is the.genins andnarare of -
ali men out of. Chrift to:beunrightéous, * 3. Fronr'she property of:
‘€hutch-members; whom he cills Sainrs, that is, men confecrared to
God and to bris ends in‘all things ; for fo they are in their Churfh-
eftate, and by virtue-of ilicir Covenantare boundfoto be : whenas.
others are(or at leaft are ot marifefted to beotherwile.according to
Godsorder) worldly-miinded;or felf-feckers,minding their own things,
andiiorthsthmgsof JefmChriffs ~The 4 Argament: is. a major,
for e faith, The Saints ball jadge theworld; and blames their ignos
tance thatqueftionits Know ye nor. thatithe Saints: fhall judsze the
wor/d? and:thence inferretb,that they fhould much more havejudge-
mients o Glwlixors in marters that concern this. life; fuck are-
Humzne Contrd@s, inens Goods, atd Lives,and outward Liberties.
_The stArgumen is from theWifdom wherewith the Churfh of Ged:
is-fumithed for allCivil bufinefls = Ts: there ot di-orfe man amon
vw? asifhe fhould fay, It canivotbethat morewildome fhould be-
for tranfading oftbufineffes according to God: in-men that are oye-
‘of the Chtireh; thea inthofk that-are'in the. Chrurch 2. Howfoever -
‘inuch worldly wildorre s fometimes givets to imen 6f the world; yet-
“niot fufficient'to reAgh Gods'énds, “that:is the Priviledge of: Saints,
‘they oriélyare wife as Sérpents, the othermenmaybeas fubrile as-
Foxes. Andfeeing ivis By ghrfﬁ thatKiings reign, and Princes decree .

‘jrfrice; How can'itbe fuppofed-thae Chrift, whiois the Head of*the -

*Church, will furifhiothers with a-Spirit'of’ Wifdomeand Gvern-

ment-in Givil-Matters; and dey it to the Chatch, ‘Members 6f his..

‘awn Body, Whom healorie fanifieth to his énds?-
"Ehe Aflamprion ( That the Form of Government in the Commen.
“Wealth which-we plend for; it thiat mheresu thie prwer of civil Admini
- . ' T “ ' firations

tat -

pations 55-denied to unbelievers, and committedito the Saints) is eyident
of it felf. For whom dotli thie Apoftle call Sa-nts there, but Mem-
bers of the Churcli> when he bad faid be‘ore, they were faxéificd

in Chrift fefus, Saints by callings Hence it is that.ke fpeaks of men 1 Corya

efteeraedin the Chiureh, 2.4, @nd of men.that can judge between
Bresbreny v.5+ Whichis a Title givento.Chutch-members ordinarily
in the New Teflament: : e

* 1fic be objetted; He SPeakerh thare of Churck-members,in oppofi- Objects

sion to lufidels which per[eonted the 1puth, not: n oppofitson to men 8.
may far God, and:be accounted Believers, vheugh they ke not in-
Churct~fellowfhipa : : C

1 Anfiwer, The-fear 6f.Cod,and Eaitﬁ oﬁ‘thd(e.memmlyabe'.jﬁﬁly eAfiv

doubted;whofe fetled:ahodg isina:placewhere Churches are gather'd
and order’d according to Chrift, and: yet. are not after a- conveni--
enttimejoynedtothem: Eor:if:inthofe thnes and places where the-
Name of. Chrift was & Reproacli, .men were .no feoner conveited,.
then they were «dded: to-:he . Church , and-theic being added 1o-
the Chiurchywis made an evidence of their converfion ;. what.may
we thisk of thofe men, who livingin times and places-whete the Or-
dinances of: the Gofpel may be enjoyed in purity, with peace'in:
Chacch-fellowfhip, do- yet live-witboutthe Church 2+ -2, Though.
there be fundry degrees: of -diftance .fromithe. Church; to be found:
among men thatare out of :Churcl fullowflip, as.the Heathen are -
further offithen moral Chriftians, yet thefame Spiritof vnrighteoul--
nefs and enmity-againft Chrift; worketh.and bears rule.inan uncon-
verted Chriftiin, as doth in anunbaptized:Heathen = He is unfan&i-
fied as the other:isy ande{o uafutable to Gods ends in civil Admini=-
Brations . and therefore it will not-be fafe, .nor: according to the
Rule; .that :where.a: Ghurcli is- gathered according to Chrift, the:
Members-fhould. be neglected, and fuch men. intrufted with mana--
ging the Publick Affiirs, asarenotin fellowfhip with them,

r.. ThefifiliArgument may-be taken fiom the Natareand Power Argi[m: 53

of Cburch-Order, which when it ismanaged; acéording to Ghrift’s
‘appointment; affordeth beft fecurity to-a Chriftian State, forthe
fsithful difcharge of any Tiuft that fhall be committed to thofe that -
‘are under it Wehencel thus argue : That Form of Government wherc=-
44 ploe povwer of-clomfing. fiom . among themfelvesy men t0 be inirufied witls
- C 3 mAnAging:
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Smanaging all publick, Affairs of -Imporsance;: & commiitied to:them wity
are furnsfhed with the befthelps for fecuring to 4 (hriftian Stare the fuairhs
full difharge of fuch a Truft, s the bel-Form of Government in a Chyris
JHian Common-wealthy and which men that-are free to chufe ( as in new
Plantassons they are) onghe 1o eftablifly " - Toe Form (f Grvernment,de-

feribed s shetrue fasing of ‘the Qucftion vs fuchs  The eforeshe Form

of Government defcribed in the true flating of thee,%ﬂ:ﬁwn, # the befp
Form of Government ina Ghrifbian Commot-wealthy and which men thas
are free to chule ( asin new Planmasions they are) ought to effablifhy
The Propofition isundenjables. . .. . = . A '

The Aflimption ( That the Form of Government which we plead
fors #s that whereinibe power-of chufing “wen 10 be intrufled with rma«
waging of all publick, Aff-irsef Imspoviance,is committed tothem who are
furnilhedwi:b the beft belps for fecuringto a Chriftian State tbe faithful
difcharge of fucha Truft ) maybe confirmed, by Thewing what
thefeHelps are:; .vi3. 1. That the Members .of the Church are
Saiuts by cafling, i7e. men. feparated from the world, and the pollutions
thereof, ont of which they are called, and dedicaied to God, as the firfla
‘borryand the firfl-frusts Were; and they are- qualified, by sh: SPirie
of wifdome and underfRandingy the Spirit of conafel and fivengshyibe Spirit
of knowledge and vhe fearof the Lord, in fome meafire throngh £l
towfhip with Chrift, ro ferve:God and men 1 holinefs and righreonf~
nefsull the dayes ‘of their. lives. -2. Thatthefe Saints by calling being
in Church-Order according eo Chrift’s appointment, ‘arein Cove-
nant Witli God, and one with another, whereby they are moft ftrict-
Iy bound.to do faithfully, whatfoever they do to God or men.
3. That by virtué.of this Order,they are bound.to mutual helpful-
nefs, in Watchisg over.one anotber, Inftriing, Adnonithing, arid
Exhorting one another, %o prevéntfin, or to recover fuch as are faln,
er to encolrage one another, and ftretigthen them in well-doing. -

Thus arethey bound in a threefold Cable unto all Faithfulnefs
i all things 16 God and Man.. ~Thelike affurance cannot be had in
any othérway, if this courfe be negleted. S

- “The fixth' Argument, with which ( will-,conc}ude, (tl‘;at’i.y no;c )

weary you with Reading; asI havewearied my felf with Writing)
Thall'be taken from: Tehe Danger of devolving this Power npon thofe
-that a‘e not. n Chari=Orders +Erom whence the Apoftle would

PR R achcety ¥ have
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fiave men to-be affrighted = Dare.any. of you baving bulinefi « cori6x;
agarhf} aviorhery-be juaged nkder the » minfty.avd wot snder.the Saints?

The Danger therefore thatis to be f ared inreference to the Cuorich,

is, The difturbance of the Churches Peace, when Power fhall be

putinto their hands, who beirg of worldly fpirits, bate the Saints

and their Communiun ;. and being of the fccdof th Serpent, are at John rs.18.
enmuyagainfl the feedof the Woman.s apd being Satans inflraments, 5315
who is the Goa of this Werld, are refifting and figtting againft Chrift Revel.1z.7.
bis Kingdome and Government.in the Church. 2. ‘Addehereanta,,

Tte Danger of corrupting Church-Order, either by compelling

them to receive into fellawfhip unfutable.ones, or by. impofing upon

them Ordinances of;men, and worldly Rudimentss or by.eftablifh--€oliza3,29
ing Idolatrous Worfhip ;. ot by firengshning Hereticksin fubvere-

ing the common Eaith, as thofe rrsun Emperours, and 1dolatrous.
Kingsand States have done, of which we reade fo many inftances;.

" Secondly, the Dangerto be feared in refrence to.the Civil Statey

is, 1. Theraifing of: Fa&ions to the diftucbarice of Rublick Peace,

-whil'ft fome Magiftratés ou of the Cburch, watch their feafons to
fiengthen themfelves againft thofe that are in the Chiurch, till they
have Wrought them outof Officeand Power in the Civil State : and
in the mean time, what other can be expe@ed from fuchi unequal
mixtare in State;but thar they fhould beas sbe toes of thefeit of Nee Dana.az, 5.
‘buchadned Tar’simiagey Which werepars of won, and pars :oj;.._t‘/?',_"! ey.
fhould be partly- étpken,\and parely firong, and pot-comfortably,
joyn one with.another,:as iron cannot. be:mixed with clays’- The
fecond Danger to the Civil State, will be, A perverting of fuflce by
Magiftrates of worldly fpirits, through Bribery, refpe of perfons,
unacquaintance with the Law cf God, and injurioufnefs to the fer-
vants of God.. But I muftbreak off,left I grow too tediouss How.
eafily might: I adde the- Conferit of"all Nations to this Tmth.in-

{ome proportion,whb gefierally pradtife accordingly ? In cur.Native
Countrey, none are intrufted with managing of: Publick Affairs,

but M embers of .the Church of England, (as they call them.)* {n
Holland, whenthe Arminian Partyhad’many Biggomafers ontheir
fide, Grave e A€aurice came into divers of "their Cities with Troops
of Souldiers,by Order fromti e Srartes Generall,and put thofe Armi-

than Magiftcates.out of Office, and cauled them to chufe m}cltyL
uch-
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- Rach 48 wete of ‘the Dtk Churchess  Antlio Roferdlam (andT thik
Atis fo in other Towris)ithe Vrefeap (who areall of thew of the
Dutch Chureh, andifree Bargers) dorout 6f their 0wR company
chufe the Butgomafter, and other Magiftrates and Officers. In all
Popifh Councreys and Plantaions;. they obferve it fteidtly, to in-
" -trult none with the managing of . Pablick Civil Affairs, buc juch a3
.are Citholicks (@s thiey fpeaky and of the-Romhn Church, Yea, in
- TarkyitféIf, théy are carefulithat none but a'man devoted 1o 174~
Hiomer bear publick Office.  Yea, thefe very Zndisns that Worfhip
the Devil, will ast be-under the Govemment of any Swzamores,
but fuch' a5 joyn with thém in Obflervance of their Pawawes and
Tivlagriess: That jtfeems'ed be a Prifciple-imprinted in the mindes
and bearts of -all ién'in theequity of it; Thir fach 4-Form of Gon
Wernmeht debest [eryeth-te Eftablifltheir Religiong fhowld by -the cons

Jen of all be E ftablifhed in 1hé(vvit Stare. . :

OtherthingsT migbt adde, ‘but I hope encughhath been faid-for

Deferice and Confirmition-of what I bave affirmed touching this
fatter. “IF yHuremain unfatisfied, b fhvall defirk that you will pla-

&idly , and 18Vingly;’ and: irnpartially -weigh th¢  Grounds of my
judgément, dnd comminicate yours, if any remain againft i, in
“Wiriting,  For though tmuch writing ‘be wearifome unto ms; yet ¥
Hndeit the-ffcrway forme. WNow: the Godiof: Peace edd Trath
edd sinto all wagesof Peaceand Trath,'voche Praife of his Grace
Ehedugh eoe'Lord Fefies Chrsfty W fs7the Whaygi the. Truth, wnd the
Life. To whi¥i bein allibings e Prelemimrice., -and Gloyy, -and
Prajfee  Ameme s

TR NN tadoed .‘

A

ca A, Diges. fine vy, for théSrate reatthat eftate, Ibid. forthat readidride
GRR-,‘T "gp.h!.l."z';? rveadand having, - S
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