The Duty of holding faft the
Form of found Words.

Upon the Pr an of the

AsSEMBLYS CATECHISMS,
'AND

- Confeffion of Faith;
And fit to Bind. with them.

To which is added,

A LisT, of the vamr:s in that ASSEMBLY:
The Vow taken by every Member at his
Entrance ; with a Word of their Chara¢ter.

i

ASSEMBLIES CATECHISM,

Queftion the lS_ccond.
Of the firiptures as our rule.

¢ Quett, WHA T rule bath God given to dire?
L b: \ us bow we miay ghrify and’ enjoy
€< z'm ¢ . B i , s 3 ‘
Anfwer. < The word of God (which is con-
#* tained in the {criptures of the O/ and New
k¢ Teflament) is the only rule to dire@ us how
¢ we may glorify and enjoy him,”- |
- . - T3 Q.
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Q. 1. If theword.of God contained in the fcrip-

tures cy‘ the,Old and New Teftament, is our only

rule ;. ars not publick catechifms and canf gffions of
faztb ufelefs ¢ '

' A."No; by no means: tho' the word of God
contain’d in the {criptures,. be our only rule, to
fay publick catechifms and confeffions - of faith
fctch d - from the {criptures and founded upon
them are ufelefs ; is to contradict experience, and
offend againft the generation of God's cbildren.

- Q. 2.- Has it been the cuftom.of tbe. churches of
Chriji to bave their publick confeffions of faith and
catecbg/ms for the ufe of their minifters and people 2
A. Tthas fo; and a good cuftom it has beep,
notwuhﬁandmg it has been abufed by. Papifts on
one fide, and is now fo- much decry’d by Pra-
teftants of loofe principles on the other. . .,

'Q._3. Is there any thing in the feriptures, thens-
felves to. countenance fuch. compofures, and for a
great regard to be bad to them ? .

A. ’T:s St. Paul’s exprefs command to Timo-
thy, Hold faft the form of bfamxd words, which thou
Laft beard of me in JSaith and-lrve, which_is in
Chrift Fefus, 2 Tim, 1. 13.

Q. ‘4. What in this place may be una%rﬂaad by
the form of found words ? . -

A. The form of found wwords may be under-
ftocd either of the docrine of the gofpel in ge-
neral, ar elfe very. probably of a callettion of
fome of its principal heads, which the apoftle
had chofen, and put together in the arder and
drefs he thou ht beft; and either preach’d in
Timothy's hearmg, or drew up in writing, and
committcd to Timorthy as. a truft and treafure,

' not
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not only- for his-own ufe and dire@ion'in preach-
ing, but to tranfmit to others for' the ufe and
benefit of fucceeding generations in the church
of Chrift, 2 Tim. i, 2. The things which thou

baft beard of me among [} many witnelfes, the [ame

commit thou to fasthful men, wbo ﬂ»all be able 10
teach others alfe.

5. Upon what accounts may the apoﬁlé {a[l
the form of which he jpeak: a form of SJound
words ?

4. 1. In regard of their mzture or what they
were in themfelves: and fo /émzd words, are
words that are pure, in DPPOﬁtIOn to any un=-
warrantable mixture,

2. 'With refpe& -to their zrgﬂumce 5 and fo
found words, are words that make found, or
conduce to ‘the health-of fouls; as of unfound
words, fuch as are ‘not’ accordmga to the purity
of ‘the gofpel, we may -fay the contrary. We
read of found [peech that cannot be condemned, Tit,
ii. 8. And of words fsbat eat &s acan/éerl 2 Txrn.
i, 17.

Q7_ 6. What, éy tbe a aﬂles afder i Timo-
thy’s duty, as 1o the form of /ézmd fword: deliver'd
tobim ?

A. To hold it faf?, i, e. Havmg fuch a form
or colletiop of gofpel doétrine;, a3 & pattern for
his direction both as a chriftian and as 4 minifter,
not to {werve from it himfelf, nor, as far as in
him lay, fuffer it to be’ corrupted by others;
upon no terms to part with it, but firmly re-

~ tain, and own, and be ready to dcfend it agamﬂ:

ajl oppoﬁtlon whatfoever
Ty Q. 7.
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Q. 7. Was the m_;anﬂzan given to Timothy
onbf Jfor bimfelf 2

A. No; it equally concerns “minifters and
chriftians ftill. What the apofle fays to Timso-
tby, he is to be conceived faying to every one of
us, Hold faft the form of found wwords.

Q. 8. What hereupon may be juftly obferv'd 2

A, That ’us of great ufe and advantage both
for minifters and private chriftians, to have the
great truths of the gofpel cloath’d in found
words, colleCted together and regularly difpofed ;
and fuch compofures are faithfully and affeGi-
anately to be kept; or beld faft in faith and Ia*ve,
which is in Chrift fefus. ,

Q. 9. Whar may be inferr’d from bence ®

., A, That it is a juftihable praltice of the
churches of Chrift, to have their publick formns
of the fundamental articles of the chriftian faith,
drawn_ up by the joint labour of their learned
and godly divines, after much and folemn feek-
ing of God by faﬂm and prayer, in the folemn
profeflion whereof they all confent and agree.

10. Befides the ancient creeds, wvbat: in-
ﬂance: of publick confejfions bave bees pointed out
with approbation ?

.A. Such are the confeffions which moft of the
reformed churches have drawn up for their own
ufe, comprehending the moft neceffary and fun-
damental articles of the chriftian faith, to be ge-
nerally owned and afferted by all within their
~ affcciations and jurifdi¢tions, whether minifters
or -people.

Q.11 Amang ﬁ:cb forms of found words,

“wbich
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which for excelfency bas beem moft aa?mred and
commended ¢

A. The confe/fion qf faith which was complled
by the reverend und learned divines of the a/-
fembly at Weftminfler, and prefented to the two
houfes of parliament, as their advice in matters
of religion, has, by many czpable judges, had
the firft placc afﬁgn d it among(t all the confef-
fions of the reformed ohurchcs, and their bnger
and fherter catecbzfm: are equally valued.

Q. 12. For what purpofes Jerve fuch forms g“
found words ?

A. Such forms of found words are of fpecxal
uie.

18, For the more ealy inftru@ion of the
church and people of God in the moft concern-
ing and fundamental truths and principles of re-
ligion, fet together in their mutual conneltion
and dependance, fo as to give light and luftre to
each other, and beauty and order to the whole.

2dly,” To be a teft of trath and error, by
which doirines and * men are to be examined
and tried, and fo a bank to keep out error, and
prevent dxﬁ'cntlons amongft paffors and teacbers
as well as amongft the private members of the
fame church, which cannot be avoxded or eafily

* The church of Scotland requires every one admitted in-
to itas a minifter, to fubfcribe the 4fembly’s confeffion of
faith, as the confeflion of his own, having found its advan-
tage in it as to purity and peace; and the adverfaries of that
confeflion fhall be attended to, when they fay what they
would bave in its room, or fhew it mconﬁ{tent with the
facred fcriptures, in any of the articles they have a quarrel
with. In the mean time, No man baving drank old wine,

Sraitway defireth new 5 for be faith, the old is better.
. 2 © ftopt,
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'ftopt, - where. there is no .common ftandard of
agreement ; but every one takes the liberty of
hotding,: and holding forth, what he pleafes.

+ Q.18 Upon what accounts 1s the form of
found words, drawn up by the aflembly, in the
confefiion of faith and catechifms, a proper teft
of orthodoxy and error ¢

A, 'The form of found words drawn up by the
affembly is> a- proper teft of orthodexy and -error,
as they affert nothing but what they produce
fcripture for, and-with the greateft ftrength and
clearnefs prove from thence, appealing all along
20 the law and to the teffimony, the words which
the foirit of God teacheth, comparing fpiritual
things with [piritual, 1 Cor. ii. 13.

Q. 14. But 1s not the bsble or feripture, teff
Sfufficient, and the fubfcribing this, enough to dens-
minate a man orthodox ? |

A. 1/, If fo, none among the various fects
that call themfelves chriftians, could be called
or counted erronious, as they all pretend to own
the bible, and will not refufe to fubfcribe it, and
yet retain their various and contrary fentiments
when they have done: and fo a man may be
Proteflant or Papift, Calviniff, or Arminian,
and no difcovery made of him.

2dly, The calling any to the affembly’s confe/-
fion of faith, we by no means take to be a call-
ing them from the [cripture, but a putting them
to the trial in what fenfe they, underftand the
{cripture ; and when any, whom there is reafon
to fufpect of different fentiments, refufes to own
that confeflion, and this jn the important articles
between the Orthodox and Arminians, he plainly
! confirms
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confirms that fufpicion: and if the dotrne of
the affembly be confonant to the fcripture,- and fo
found and ortbodox, ’tis obvious what he is who
diffents from it, let him call or count hunfclf
what he will,

The Names of tbe Divines in zbe Aflembly, |
Weftminfter, authors of the larger and fbaﬂtr o
catechifins and confeffion of fan.h

R. William Twifs, Prolcutor.
Dr. Cornel. Burgefs.
Myr. John White.
Dr. William Gouge.
Myr. Robert Harris, B. D.
Myr. Thomas Gataker, B. D,
Mr. Oliver Bowles, B. D.
Mr. Edward Rcynolds..
Myr. Jeremiab Whitaker. |
Myr. Anthony Tuckney, B. D.
Mr. John Arrow(mith, ’
My, Simeon Afhe. | _ S :
My, Philip Nye. | R
M. Jeremiah Burroughs. o
Myr. John Lightfoot.
Mr. Stanley Gower.,
My. Richard Heyricke.
Mr. Thomas Cafe.
Dr. Thomas Temple.
Mr. George Gipps.
Mr, Thomas Carter.
Mr. Humphry Chambers, B, D.
Mr. Thomas Micklethwait,
1 Mr.
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Myr. John Gibben. :

Mr. Chrttopher Tifdale.

Mr. John Philips.

Mr. George Walker, .B.-.D, -
Myr. Edmund Calamy, B. D.
Mr. Jofeph Caryl.

My, Lazarus Seaman.

Mr. Henry Wilkinfon, /. B. D.
Mr. Richard Vines,

Mpr. Nicholas Proffet.
M. Stephen Marfhgl, B. D
Dr. Jofhua Hoyle. -

Myr. Thomas Wilfon.

Mpr. Thomas Hodges.

Mr. Thomas Bayly.

Mr. Francis Taylor.,

Mr. Thomas Young,

Myr. Thomas Valentine, B, D
Myr. William Greenhill,

Mr. Edward Peale,

Mr. John Green.

Mr. Andrew Pern..

Mpr. Samuel de la Place,

Myr. John de la March.,

Mr. John Drury.

Mr. Philip Delme.

Mpr, Sydrack Sympfon.,

Mr. John Langley. A

Mr. Richard Clcyton a5

My, Arthur Salwey.

Myr. John Ley.

My, Charles Hcrle ‘
My, Herbert Palmer, B D
Mr. Daniel Cawdrcy e

. 2 ShpiE b

Mr,

S o ——
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Mpr. Henry Painter, B. D.
My. Henry Scudder.
Myr. Thomas Hill, B. D.
Mr. William Reynor.
Mr. Thomas Goocdwin, B. D.
Mr. William Spuritow.
Myr. Matthew Newcomen.
Mr. John Conant, B.D.
Myr. Edmund Staunton.
Myr. Anthony Burgefle.
Mr. William Rathband.
My, Francis Cheynel. _
Mr. Henry lekmfon jun. B. D.
Myr. Obediah Sccerck B D.
Mr. Edward Corbet.
Myr. Samuel Gibfon.
Myr. Thomas Coleman.
Mr. Theodore Backhurft.
Ar. William Carter,
Dr. Peter Smith, _
M. Jobn Maynard.
Myr. William Price.
Dr. John Wincop.
Mr. William Bridge.
Mr. Peter Sterry.
Mr. William Mew, B. D.
Myr. Benjamin Pickering.
Mr. John Strickland.
Mr. Humphry Hardwicke,
Mr. Jafper Hickes.
M. John Bond.
Mr. Henry Hall, B, D.
Mr. Thomas Ford

Myr, Thomas Thorowgood

3cr

My,
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Mpr, Peter Clark. M

Myr. William Good. S

Mr. John Foxcroft. - ' -

Mr. John Ward,  F

Mr. Richard Byfield. -

Mpr. Francis Woodcock. - R
Mr. . Jackfon. LT ST
Myr. Alexander Henderfon, \ A &
Mr. George Gilefpie.

Mpr. Samuel Rutherford.

Myr. Robert Baylie.

Myr. Henry Robrough

Mr. Adomram Byﬁeld

Mr. John Wallss, -~ -

- 'This was fuch a body of men, as it would be
hard to find any to exceced: they may be truly
call'd the glory of the./2f} age; and ’tis to. be
hop'd will be more admired and followed in
times that are yet to come.

If any thing need be added to cngage a regard
to the form of found words compofed by them, ’tis
the folemn manner in which they enter’d upon
it : every member admitted to it in the affembly
makmg the followmg dcclaranon, vIZ, :

A.B.do f¢ erzazg/ly prom:[é and VoW i tbe preﬁm'e

of Almighty God, that in'this aflembly where-
of I am a member, I will: xaintain nothing in point
of doirine, but what 1 belicve. to be moft agreeable
10 the word of God: nor in point of difciplne,
but what may be moft for God's glary and the peace
and gaod of the cburcb

.And'
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And ’tis obfervable they all join’d il they had
drawn up the confeffion of faith and Iarger and
Shorter catechifms, which no incompetent judge *.
was wont to call zhe beft book in the nworld,. next.
the bible ; and accordingly fpent a- great part of
his life in ftudying, explaining, and applying it.
And bleffed is that fervant, 'wlaa wben s Iﬂt‘d
cometh fhall be found fo doing. -

¢ The Revd, Mr. Thomas Dao{i;?!:,,'_": L

FINTS




